
 

 

 

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

Minutes of May 25, 2021 

 

The 397th meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 

May 25, 2021, remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 

 

MEMBERS 

PRESENT 

 

Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair 

Charles Epstein 

Trustee Gi 

Ted Hebert 

Suzanne Parker 

Ivonne Vidal 

Eleanor Williams 

 

MEMBERS 

ABSENT 

Yolanda Johnson 

Lucy Perez 

Evan Plotkin 

 

ALSO 

PRESENT 

Teresa Beaudry, Amy Brandt, Beth Breton, Michele Cabral, Kelly Champagne, 

Julissa Colon, Karen Desjeans, Mary Dixey, Amy Dopp, Clara Elliott, Andrew 

Fletcher, Curt Foster, Raul Gutierrez, Jeffrey Hayden, Anne Herron, Kim Hicks, 

Mark Hudgik, Mi Jin Park, Michael Kane, Tricia Kiefer, Olivia Kynard, Johanna 

Lebron, Lauren LeClair, Jane Lerner, Arvard Lingham, Nelson Lopez, Sharale 

Mathis, Lea Occhialini, Carolina Pena, Miram Quinones, Kris Ricker Choleva, 

Michelle Robak, JoAnne Rome, Christina Royal, Narayan Sampath, Shannon 

Sarkisian, Amanda Sbriscia, Linda Scott, Adrienne Smith, Idelia Smith, Linda 

Szalankiewicz, Renee Tastad, Lori Wayson, and Allison Wrobel. 

 

CALL TO ORDER At 8:0 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Gilbert. 

 

Roll Call Attendance:  

Charles Epstein  Yes 

Trustee Gi  Yes 

Ted Hebert  Yes 

Suzanne Parker  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Eleanor Williams Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

CONSIDERATION OF 

CONSENT AGENDA 

ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 

regular agenda. Trustee Vidal asked that the By-Laws Report be pulled out of 

the Consent Agenda. 

 

Chair Gilbert called for a vote of the remaining items of the Consent Agenda.   

• Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustee Meeting of 

April 27, 2021 

• Report of Personnel Actions dated May 24, 2021 

• To approve the personnel actions 

• To empower the President of the College to approve all 

personnel actions prior to the next meeting. 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 2AC4CC53-70E1-4DE1-9B53-231125949730



 

 

 

• Committee Reports 

• Advocacy 

• Audit and Finance  

• Equity 

• Nominating 

• Presidential Evaluation 

• Strategic Planning 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Parker and seconded by Trustee Vidal to approve 

the Consent Agenda. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Charles Epstein  Yes 

Trustee Gi  Yes 

Ted Hebert  Yes 

Suzanne Parker  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Eleanor Williams Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

Trustee Vidal provided an overview of the work of the Committee on updating 

the outdated By-Laws.  She asked that all Trustees review and provide any 

comments or suggestions.  These updated By-Laws will be put forth for a vote 

at the June meeting.  She further explained that this is a first step as the 

Governance Committee will be taking a much more involved and intentional 

role.  Chair Gilbert extended his thanks to the Committee for this work. 

 

AUDIT AND FINANCE 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Vice President Sampath asked for a correction be made to the Agenda in the 

Motion to say Move that the Board of Trustees approve the Third Quarter 

Statement of Revenue and Expenses as presented at today’s meeting instead of 

Move that the Board of Trustees approve the Second Quarter Statement of 

Revenue and Expenses as presented at today’s meeting as originally posted.  

The original Agenda will be corrected. 

 

Vice President Sampath provided some highlights that the College is trending 

towards a balanced budget.  The revenues are down about 7 percent and 

expenses are down a similar amount so we are trending in the right direction.  

At the June meeting, he will provide the FY 2022 budget and an update on 

stimulus funding. 

 

Comptroller Foster provided an overview of the Third Quarter Statement of 

Revenue and Expenses.  He provided a correction to the commentary in 

Business & Community Services.  It should have said that revenues are running 

75.6% over budget, not 65.78% over budget. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Williams and seconded by Trustee Hebert to 

approve the Third Quarter Statement of Revenue and Expenses.   

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Charles Epstein  Yes 

Trustee Gi  Yes 
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Ted Hebert  Yes 

Suzanne Parker  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Eleanor Williams Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

CHAIR’S REMARKS Chair Gilbert shared highlights since the last Board meeting. 

• Continues to meet weekly with President Royal on a number of items, 

such as the new Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs, the 

Demand for Change Letter, Commencement and Town Hall Meetings. 

• On May 3rd, there was joint meeting with the HCC Foundation 

Chairman, Corey Murphy, Vice President Sbriscia, and President 

Royal. 

• Reminded Trustees that the Nominating Committee will be providing 

nominations at the Annual meeting in June for the positions of Vice 

Chair and Secretary.   

• Also reminded Trustees of the half-day Retreat happening on 

Wednesday, June 23rd from 9 am to 1 pm.  The focus will be on 

Assessment 

 

Trustee Gi shared an update on the progress of the student government over this 

semester.  The Student Senate was honored to have the Board’s Equity 

Committee attend to hear ideas and to use the opportunity to share the student 

vision of equity and provide a summary of the projects. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT President Royal congratulated the Student Trustee, Carolina Pena. 

 

Celebrating Academic Achievements – presented by Dr. Amy Brandt, Health 

Sciences and Culinary Division 
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Celebrating Academic Achievements – presented by Dr. Tricia Kiefer, Dean of 

Social Sciences, Business and Integrative Learning 
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EAB Navigate Demo – presented by Renee Tastad, Assistant Vice President, 

Student Affairs & Dean of Enrollment Management 
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President Royal thanked the speakers today for these substantial updates. 

 

President Royal introduced Dr. Sharale Mathis as the new Vice President for 

Academic and Student Affairs and read a short biography.   

 

Vice President Herron introduced Mi Jin Park as the new Associate Director of 

Admissions and Onboarding. 

 

President Royal congratulated the recent award winners that were presented at 

the Professional Association Meeting in May: 

• HCC Outstanding Classified Staff Award – Carlos Garcia 

• HCC Outstanding Professional Staff Award – Jennifer Adams 

• Elaine Marieb Faculty Chair for Teaching Excellence – Raul Gutierrez 
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ADJOURNMENT On a motion by Trustee Epstein and seconded by Trustee Williams it was 

VOTED to adjourn today’s meeting. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Trustee Gi  Yes 

Suzanne Parker  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Eleanor Williams Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:34 am. 

 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

   Ivonne Vidal, Secretary  

        Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair 
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